
Map Analysis Activity 
AP HuG - Bogosian 

Directions: Students select a map from a newspaper, magazine, the Internet, or another source.  Students 
examine the map carefully and think about the choices the cartographer (mapmaker) made.  This will be 
turned in. Students must answer the following questions on a separate piece of paper and turn in with their map: 

1. Why did the cartographer choose the color or colors used on the map? 
2. Why did the cartographer choose the particular symbols used on the map? 
3. Is there some form of data the cartographer chose to place on this map? If so, what is it? Why do you 

think she/he included the data? 
4.  Do you find the map useful?  What are some of the map’s advantages and limitations? 
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